EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING
FRAMEWORK

TOOLKIT




What is a Framework?

A framework provides overarching principles and goals for early learning of children across all learning
environments that is based on evidence, research and understanding of best practice. Navigating the
Early Years: An Early Childhood Learning Framework {The Framework) is the new provincial framework
that guides ALL early learning practitioners across the province of Newfoundland and Labrador,
including early childhood educators, family resources centre staff and facilitators, pediatricians,
librarians, primary teachers and any other professionals who work and interact with children ages 0-8. It
focuses primarily on the holistic development of a child through the understanding that play and play
based learning is essential to overall childhood development. A Framework does not provide
“curriculum” or “outcomes” for ECEs or other practitioners but focuses on the importance of developing
child-centred programs for everyone working in the Early Years sector and for ECEs it supports the
philosophies of reflective practice and creating purposeful learning environments.

The purpose of implementing an Early Learning Framework is:

¢ Connections between programs and services for children

e Consistency in goals for early childhood learning

Quality and inclusive early learning for children

Increased understanding of the importance of quality early learning experiences

e Communication, collaboration and partnership where appropriate between early learning
practitioners and other adults in the child's community of care

The Theory

The Framework focuses on development of the whole child. Like the interwoven pieces of the
Fisher’'s Knot, this Framework recognizes the importance of all factors influencing the child during
the critical period of early childhood. [image]

How does the new framework support ECEs?

In summary the Framework is a vision or philosophical document rather than a “curriculum”. It supports
and validates the work that we do as ECEs. The framework is another tool we have in our tool kit that
we can use when we try to explain the value of quality early learning experiences and play based
learnings to parents and other members in the child’s community of care. Because it is published by the
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development it supports an early childhood educator in
the evidence that “school readiness” comes from strong and healthy social and emational development,
a joy and passion for learning and sense of belonging both to a program and to a community as a whole.
As ECEs we are professionals who already recognize the developmental milestones and have the
connections to a professional community. The Framework helps validates the idea that quality early
childhood education is based in child centred practice and play based programs.



Principles of Early Childhood Learning from a Child’s Perspective

The principles of early learning are grounded in evidence-based research on effective ways
to support children’s learning and development and lay the foundation for the achievement
of the goals for early childhood learning. The goals for early learning reflect the intended
outcomes of the framewaork, such as providing quality early learning experiences to support
a child's optimal development. The principles will help to achieve the overall goals by guiding
the day-to-day practice of early learning practitioners and others in a child's community
of care. The principles are written in a child's voice to emphasize the child's perspective.

The learning principles are organized into three broad categories with each category
comprised of specific elements.

— Individuality

= Diversity
Who We Are —

o Citizenship
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Weli-Being and
Belonging

Goals for Early Learning

Play and Exploration

Social Contribution
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promote 2 sensz of well-being

and belenging.
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learning environments thas
provide 3 variety of
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them to deve op the ability to
communicate effactively.

Childran will experienca
learning environments that
pravide rich and vaned
coportunities for tham to learm

and explore through play

Chuldren will expenince
learning 2nvironments that
felp them distover who they
are and tha many ways they
can have a pesitive impact an

the world around them.
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Goal One Reflection Questions:

Our society is becoming more and more sedentary. As ECEs we KNOW how valuable early learning is on
creating positive attitudes and behavioral changes towards more physical activity. What are some of the
things YOU and your program do to promote physical weli-being? What worked and what did not?

How do you support children in new situations? How do you welcome new children into your program,
plan for field trips, or when substitutes fill in for regular staff?

How does your program build relationships of trust between people? Think about relationships between
adults, children and adults and between the children.

Developing a sense of belonging can be challenging for new families. How does your program support
the development of a sense of belonging to your program?

How do you develop and inspire a sense of community in your program?

How do you ensure that children have an opportunity to express themselves in a way that is meaningful
to them?

Think about an experience your kids have been engaged with recently. Can you think of it fitting into any
of the Framework goal for belonging? Which ones?

Think about 2 things you could do to expand on the above experience. Does it now fit into other
framework goals?

How can you include the children in your documentation process? What goals would child-directed
documentation meet? How can the framewark help with documentation and reflections?

Links to support Goal One:

Activities that Boost Physical Development: htips://www.babycenter.com/0_activities-that-boost-
physical-development_3659030.bc

Learning Through Physical Play: hitps://www.early-years.org/parents/docs/learning-through-
physical-play.pdf

Happy Children - taking care of young children's well being: hitps:/www.eyalliance.org.uk/happy-
children-—-taking-care-young-peoples-wellbeing

Developing a Space for Belonging: hitp://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.awour-publications/every-
child-magazine/every-child-index/every-child-vol-17-2-201 1/developing-space-belonging-free-
article/

Belonging:
https://academic.oup.com/cs/article/29/1/35/354068
http://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/children-need-feel-world-safe-place/
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Goal Two Reflection Questions:

What are some activities you have done with children in your care that reminded you how literacy
develops through play?

Cultural Symbols: Think of some symbols {could be a picture of a Christmas tree, Tim Hortons sign etc.)
and explain what it means to you? What would it mean to a child? What would it mean to the families
you care for in your practice?

Think about your practice as an ECE. How does your use of loose parts and creative materials promote
attachment and language development?

Think about an experience your kids have been engaged with recently. Can you think of it fitting into any
of the Framework goal for belonging? Which ones?

Think about 2 things you could do to expand on the above experience. Does it now fit into other
framework goals?

How can you include the children in your documentation process? What goals would child-directed
documentation meet? How can the framework help with documentation and reflections?

Links to support Goal Two:

Activities to Encourage Speech and Language
Development: https://www.asha.org/public/speech/development/Activities-to-Encourage-Speech-
and-Language-Development/

Creative Learning and
Development: hitps:/raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/development/creative-
development/preschooler-creative-activities

Culture: Early Childhood Learning: http://www.child-encyclopedia.com/culture/according-
experts/culture-and-early-childhood-learning

https://teaching2and3vearolds.com/11-preschool-language-development-activities
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Goal 3:

How does your environment use loose parts to promote creativity? What other loose parts could you
add to the environment?

Think about the stages of play that the children in your care are demonstrating.
How can you use your environment to support their play?
What loose parts or open ended material could you add to the environment to enhance their play?

Is there time for associative play in your program? Do children have blocks of time and materials to
become engaged in a higher level of complex play?

Resources:

Theory of Loose

Parts: http://www.readingplay.co.uk/GetAsset.aspx?id=fAAyADUAMgB8AHwWARgBhAGw
AcwBIAHWATAA4AHWAQ

Social Stages of Play: hitps://www.encourageplay.com/blog/social-stages-of-play

What is Scaffolding in Early Childhood Development: https://www.verywellfamily.com/education-
scaffolding-preschoolers-2764951
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Goal Four Reflection Questions:

Think about a time when a child had communicated their needs or wants to you in a non-verbal way.
How did you support their communication development? What other ways could you try next time?

How do | respect the voices of the children in my room? Are they allowed to contribute to how the room
works? Do they participate in program planning? When displaying children’s artwork do 1 ask them
about the pictures and use their words?

Are there areas which | can encourage more participation from children?
Think about your learning environment. Explain how diversity is represented in:

¢ The dramatic play area?
e Food props?

e Books and literature?

e Art/pictures on the wall?
e Dolls and puzzles?

What else could you change to reflect the children and cultures in your learning program?
How do you explain diversity to parents? To co-workers? What diversity is evident in your program?

Identify an element of diversity that you feel under educated about and identify one resource you could
go to for guidance

What types of activities have you done with children to promote social responsibility?
Links to support Goal Four:

Teaching Social Responsibility in a Connected World: https://www.thetechedvocate.org/how-to-teach-
kids-social-responsibility-in-a-connected-world/

Five Strategies to teach Social Responsibility: hitps://www.teachhub.com/5-strateqgies-teach-social-
responsibility

Gardening Know How: Composting with
Kids https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/special/children/composting-ideas-for-kids.htm




Using the Framework in Practice

Think about an experience your kids have been engaged with recently. Can you think of it fitting into any
of the Framewaork goal for communication? Which ones?

Think about 2 things you could do to expand on the above experience. Which framework goals would
these planned experiences fit into?

How can you include the children in your documentation process? What goals would child-directed
documentation meet? How can the framework help with documentation and reflections?
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